discussions following each group of papers in which analogies and dissimilarities in the basic nature of the three classes of viruses are at times brought forth. The discussions are printed in their entirety.
The authors are all well known, if not famous, men in their fields, and the international flavor of the meeting was supplied by travellers from Australia, England, Malaya, and Denmark taking part in the readings. Some of the discussants came from other lands as well. The editors deserve warm praise for a forthright and beautiful compilation of this symposiuma worthy addition to viral and rickettsial literature. This book is an interesting admixture of psychoanalytic theory, cultural anthropology, historical reconstruction, and prophetic philosophy. Dr. Moloney subscribes to the plausible assumption that the psychodynamics of Japanese national character can be understood by integrating the facts known of Japanese culture, historical tradition, patterns of child-rearing, and Japanese distortions of imported ideologies, particularly psychoanalytic theory and practice. He proposes that these distortions are a function of cultural pressures that are also exerted on each Japanese individual throughout his life. These pressures originate in the Japanese authoritarian, oligarchical tradition and have as their goal the total conformity of the individual to the dictates of a highly crystallized hierarchical militaristic class tradition. In short, the Japanese are accused of having a "disindividualizing" culture.
Dr. Moloney focuses on the effects of Japanese disindividualization on the anger-rage-aggression manifestations of the Japanese individual and nation. He submits the hypothesis that the Japanese as a nation suffer from inordinate internalized hate and repressed rage. His evidence is an interpretative analysis of the crime rate (low, indicating repression of aggression against Japanese society), insanity rate (low, indicating "the Japanese emotional disease of neurotic conformism is an almost universal character neurosis which protects the Japanese from developing psychoses"), psychosomatic disease rate (high, indicating "bodily changes due to repressed rage"). The author maintains that only one outlet for aggression is permissible under the Japanese cultural-traditional system, namely, the explosive and periodic venting of accumulated pent-up hatred on targets external to territorial Japan. The "principle of coevality" dominates Japanese historical tradition and provides the moral justification and support for the extranational dispersal of Japanese hate. This principle of coevality is the mystical concept that Japan, consisting of a homogeneity of disindividualized persons, is without boundaries and is timeless, having no beginning nor end, and is coeval with heaven, earth, and the unlimited power and person of the Emperor.
This ancient national dedication to world domination is served by the imitative activities of the Japanese. The author presents numerous examples of compulsive copying and syncretizing of foreign principles and practices with Japanese ways. He interprets this as indicating "identification with the enemy" and "neutralizing the threatening presence," so as to leave intact the potentiality of eventually establishing the Kingdom of Japan on Earth.
The syncretization of western psychoanalytic theory and practice with established Japanese cultural patterns receives special attention in this book. The author is convincing in his thesis that the liberalism and concept of freeing the individual from inner restrictions, characteristic of the goals of western psychoanalysis, are incompatible with Japanese culture, and that the Japanese psychoanalytic movement exists today only because those goals have been changed so as to reinforce the individual's inner restrictions and'permit increased conformity rather than increased freedom.
This book is timely, the author prophetic, and his message ominous. He warns that it is politically naive to assume that the Japanese have integrated democratic ways of life foreign to their culture and tradition. He intimates that sooner or later Japan will again revert to war against the "enemy," i.e., extraterritorial Japan: "If the Perry-Harris sneak attack on Japan led to Pearl Harbor, what might we eventually expect in return from the desolation of Hiroshima by our first atom bomb ?"
The book is vulnerable to some criticisms. The style, lively at the onset, becomes repetitious and eventually tiresome. Forty-five pages are devoted to abstracts from translated Japanese psychoanalytic writings, presented, it would seem, with the implication that Dr. Moloney believes most Japanese analysts should turn in their couches. One senses that Dr. Moloney is anxious in his role of prophet who, looking at Japan's past and present with psychoanalytic insights, predicts a fearful future. Perhaps his anxiety is responsible for the dogmatism that characterizes the many sweeping assumptions and conclusions he makes on debatable issues such as the homogeneity of the Japanese people, the reliability of Japanese statistics, the etiology of schizophrenia and psychosomatic disorders, and the predictability of behavior of individuals and nations.
Dr. Moloney offers no constructive program for coping with the problem of the totalitarianism of Japan (or elsewhere). He does, however, contribute to our understanding of it and warns us to be on guard! This book is an interesting compilation of fifteen papers read at the seventh symposium on microbiology held at the New York Academy of Medicine in February 1953-which indicates that this is neither a text nor a reference book in the usual sense. What may be less obvious is that it is not simply a group of original papers. The authors are authorities who explain through their special interests what is known and what is not known of the organism and host factors responsible for the varied manifestations of infection by hemolytic streptococci. Use is made of the investi-
